Book - Muhammad and the Believers (at the origins of Islam) by Fred Donner
The book report essay will ask you to summarize and evaluate the book AND to compare it to the readings (pdfs attached). As you begin reading, you should think about whether you want to make a thematic or chronological comparison and decide which readings you might compare the book with. 
A good book review provides: 
1) A summary of the book’s main arguments, 
2) Details on the type of book, type of research and historical evidence, and the author’s background,
3) Finally, an evaluation of the book’s quality (this is where you are expected to bring in examples from the readings – perhaps the book offers new insights on a theme in African history. 
4) Last, but not least, conclude your review with advice on who would enjoy reading this book (e.g. any history buff would love it, or its good for advanced college students, etc.). 
Please keep all this in mind as you read and think BIG PICTURE.
BOOK REVIEW STRUCTURE
A book review should begin with a title and subtitle.
Below the title is a FULL CITATION OF THE BOOK that includes page numbers. 
When you cite from the book and other readings, these other citations should be as FOOTNOTES in Chicago style.
Paragraph 1 should provide a short summary of the whole book. It should include a thesis statement that includes your evaluation (for example, this book was important for topic X because of A and B. Or this book attempted topic Z but did not do a great job because of factors C and D).
[bookmark: _GoBack]Paragraphs 2 through 4 or (length may vary) provide short summaries of the book’s sections or chapters. Usually these follow the book’s chapter order. Remember to include brief examples or quotations from the book with proper citations and FOOTNOTES in Chicago style.
Last 3 paragraphs give YOUR EVALUATION. This is where I expect to see some comparisons or references to some of the readings. Was the historical argument well-researched and plausible? Why or why not? 
Again, examples to support your opinion are essential. Who would enjoy reading this book? Is it written to be accessible to someone not in college or is it full of jargon that only a specialist might appreciate?
Lastly, overall, did the book cover the topic well? Or were you left with mysteries and unanswered questions? Remember the final length is only 3 double spaced pages. You may have to be strategic in how you edit to keep to this length.
 
